TRANSFORMER TOY GUN CLASSED AS A REPLICA FIREARM

 September 25, 2007

Police Minister David Campbell has warned that a Transformers toy gun has now been classified as a replica firearm by NSW Police, meaning strict penalties for anyone caught with the model.

Mr Campbell said the Megatron robot, banned from sale in Australia, can be transformed into a replica gun resembling a Walther P-38 pistol.

“Police tell me there is a growing trend of replica handguns being used in violent crimes, including armed robbery, assault and intimidation,” Mr Campbell said.

“When this Transformer gun is put side by side with a real firearm – it’s hard to tell the difference.

“In fact, this Megatron toy gun is more of a concern than standard replica firearms because it can be transformed into an innocent looking figurine. 

“It looks just like a real gun and whilst it doesn’t fire bullets it can still be very dangerous.”

Mr Campbell said the NSW definition of a replica firearm was:

Any imitation or replica of a firearm in respect of which a licence or permit is required under the Firearms Act 1996 (including any imitation or replica pistol, blank fire pistol, shortened firearm, machine gun or sub-machine gun) unless it is of an approved type.

“We can’t stop companies making these dangerous toys but we ensure that when they do come into NSW they are classed as a prohibited weapon,” Mr Campbell said.

“The NSW Police Force Forensic Ballistics Unit has had a good look at the Megatron Transformer and found it to have similar features to existing firearms and replica firearms. 

“NSW has taken this extra measure of declaring the Transformer as being replica firearm to ensure that it is not as simple as filling out a Customs form to get hold of one.

“Customs have declared this item a replica firearm but it has been up to NSW to make its own determination to ensure the strict license arrangements and penalties are in place.

“Now possession of the Megatron will be restricted to suitable persons by stringent weapons legislation, because of the danger it would pose in the wrong hands.”

Mr Campbell said that in order for a toy collector to legally own a Megatron in NSW they would now need to meet criteria equivalent to prohibited weapons holders, which include:

         Undergoing a criminal and probity check;

         Providing a genuine reason for ownership of the toy; 

         Providing proof of membership to a collector’s club; and

         Abiding by safe storage, surrender and disposal requirements.

“Anyone meeting these standards will be able to apply for a permit. This recognises that there are genuine collectors of Transformers,” Mr Campbell said.

“I understand that the Firearms Registry will be helping toy collectors with the application process and will waiver the fee for the permit application.  

“The emergence of these items again raises the issue of replica firearms and the lack of consistency across Australia when it comes to banning the sale of these dangerous items. 

“The NSW Government wrote to all Australian police ministers earlier this year seeking agreement to a national regulation system which could reduce the number of offences being committed with replica firearms.

“We already have the country’s toughest laws surrounding the sale and possession of replica firearms, but we are being let down by other States and Territories whose rules are much more lax.

“I understand that the ACT, Tasmania and Western Australia have also determined that these items are in fact, replica firearms. 

“I encourage toy collectors who have a question about their requirements under the Weapons Prohibition Act should they wish to own a Megatron Transformer to contact the Firearms Registry on 1300 362 562.”

