






Mr Tibor Csapo








L5, 83-85 Market Street








WOLLONGONG NSW 2500

17 May 2007

Mr K Moroney, APM
Commissioner of Police
New South Wales

Locked Bag 5102

PARRAMATTA  NSW  2124

Also by facsimile: (02) 8263 6561
Dear Mr Moroney,
Re: Seizure of Transformers Masterpiece Megatron toy by Customs

I am a 31 year old lawyer from Wollongong, New South Wales. Since I was 9 years of age I have been collecting a popular series of action figures/toys known as Transformers. These toys are action figure robots that turn into vehicles and other common objects. One of these is Megatron, the leader of the evil faction, who originally turned into a toy pistol. The toys were supported by a television show, comic books and now a live-action motion picture screening in June 2007.
I still collect these figures as the toy line has continued on for many years and has become very successful. The genius toymakers in Japan have introduced a new line called “Masterpiece” series which revisited the original characters of the series and made them bigger and more detailed. This appealed to me and other collectors of my vintage via the nostalgia of our youth.

The latest in this series of “Masterpiece” figures is Megatron, who also turns into a toy pistol. The toy resembles a Walther P-38 pistol but is much larger than the actual weapon, so that the action figure/robot it turns into will sit well alongside the others in the line (which include a cab-over prime mover and fighter jet).

Being the charismatic, iconic evil leader of the enemy faction, acquiring it is the dream of many Australian collectors. The first of the “Masterpiece” series was Optimus Prime or Convoy (as it is known in Japan), the heroic leader of the good faction, known as Autobots.

Unfortunately, Customs have considered this toy a replica firearm and have therefore classed it as prohibited. I have made inquiries of Customs and the NSW Firearms Registry but have not had my calls returned. I understand from more general inquiries that anyone who wishes to keep this toy needs a special licence and needs to be a member of a gun club and own a number of real guns. 

I sincerely hope that my research is in error. I have no interest in firearms and do not wish to acquire any. I simply wish to add a highly sought after figure to my collection, which at present numbers 1,128 pieces. 

As a lawyer I have undertaken a significant amount of training and am an officer of the Court. I have sworn an oath and have had to prove I am a person of good character. I have since undertaken accreditation examinations in my area of law and am now a Law Society Accredited Specialist, which puts me in the top 10% of lawyers in New South Wales.
My fellow collectors are no different. They are simply normal people who enjoy a particular hobby. 

I ask most sincerely that you reconsider the classification of this toy. Collectors have spent hundreds of dollars purchasing it for no other purpose but to include it in a collection.

I am well aware of the necessity for gun control and laws that enforce it, but this is clearly a collector’s item. I can purchase toy pistols at various shops for as little as $2.00. These toys include a chrome finish and working slide, and are 1:1 scale. I find it extremely hard to believe that the Megatron toy, which costs around $150.00 on average, should be considered a prohibited item while shops can sell much more realistic replica weapons unhindered.

In answer to my research regarding the need for a gun licence and so on to own this toy, may I suggest the following:

1. That a collector who wishes to purchase the Masterpiece Megatron toy obtain clearance from their local police station/firearms registry, perhaps in the form of the current B709A approval, or some new approval specific to this item.
2. That the clearance includes proof that the collector is a member of a recognised collectors group.

3. That a normal police check be undertaken in relation to past violent criminal offences as relevant as part of the clearance.

4. That this process be for free or for a nominal fee.

I am a member of a group of collectors who share an online presence. Joining is free and the joining process is selective so as to reject those who are not genuine collectors. There are a number of these groups around Australia (and overseas) who could be included in a register. The clearance process could simply involve contacting the administrator, president, secretary or other nominated person from the collectors group to confirm the collector is genuine.

Should the need arise, I am sure many collectors would also be content to submit to certain storage requirements of this toy if the above is not enough.

I attach to this letter the names, locations and occupations of other collectors from my group, as well as other interested people, who concur with my thoughts and the requests contained in this letter. See attachment “A”.
I have also attached a copy of an e-mail another collector has previously sent to firearmsemg@police.new.gov.au. See attachment “B”. Finally, I attach copies of the photographs included with this letter. See attachment “C”.

I am willing to discuss this further with you, or meet with you, to consider other options.

Finally, I repeat my sincere request that you reconsider this matter and allow the controlled importing of this toy by genuine collectors.
Yours faithfully, 

Tibor Csapo
Tel: 
(B): ***********

(M): **********
E: 
tibor@csapo.com.au
Attachment “A”
	Name
	Location
	Occupation

	Wayne Bickley
	Largs Bay, SA
	Teacher

	George Dimitriou
	Altona Meadows, Melbourne, VIC
	2nd year university student

	Regan Curtis
	Carlingford, NSW
	3D Animator, Web Administrator

	Erin Battese
	Brisbane, QLD
	Soldier

	Ruben Romero
	Sydney, NSW
	Network Engineer

	Le Duc Ly
	Sydney, NSW
	Graphic Designer

	Kevin Chan
	Sydney, NSW
	Student

	Andrew John Richards
	Waratah West, NSW
	Student Teacher

	Samuel Hon
	Sydney, NSW
	Web Developer

	Neil Dela Cruz
	Quakers Hill, NSW
	Registered Nurse

	Ben Squire
	Schofields, NSW
	Telecommunications

	Sam Ly
	Liverpool, NSW
	Retail Assistant

	Francis Lanch
	Sydney, NSW
	Senior IT Consultant

	Russell Woodley
	WA
	Projectionist

	Will Chan
	Sydney, NSW
	NSW Territory Manager – Retail

	Zoran Tillers
	Sylvania, NSW
	Centrelink Language Services Officer

	Hoang Q Thai
	VIC
	Student (Bachelor of Commerce/Laws)

	Devinda Arangala
	Randwick, NSW
	Final year Medical Student

	Michael Veleff
	Petrie, Brisbane, QLD
	Student

	Casey O’Keefe
	Warrnambool, VIC
	Factory hand

	Daryl Sansom
	WA
	Software developer / IT sales assistant

	Sarah Louise Dann
	WA
	Fashion designer / cashier

	Aaron Sansom
	WA
	Hospitality management

	Michael Van Der Wiele
	WA
	Waiter

	Nadia Patrick
	QLD
	Sales Assistant (Customer Service)

	Glenn Gallacher
	Brownsville, NSW
	E-mail administrator / Network engineer

	Darren Hellmund
	Figtree, NSW
	Advertising and Marketing

	Stefano Di Noro
	Figtree, NSW
	IT Support

	Patrick Williamson
	Figtree, NSW
	Video producer

	Frank Csapo
	Figtree, NSW
	Student

	Trent Boncompagni
	Figtree, NSW
	Accountant

	Luke Boncompagni
	Figtree, NSW
	Student

	Michael Payne
	Kanahooka, NSW
	Manager, Hungry Jacks

	Anita Spralja
	Figtree, NSW
	Teacher’s aide

	Griffin
	QLD
	Warehouse assistant


Attachment “B”

Regan Curtis

15/2B Coleman Ave

Carlingford NSW 2118

Dear Sir/Madam,

 

On the 25th of April I received a letter from the Australian Customs Service informing me that a transforming toy pistol had been seized at Clyde Sydney Gateway Facility.

The seizure notice states that – 

 One (1) Walther P38 replica pistol Megatron Transformer

was seized “under subsection 203B(2), being goods suspected on reasonable grounds to be special forfeited goods.”

Upon further enquiry using the contact information provided I spoke to Sandra Climas from Customs who informed me that I would need to apply to you for a Form B709 - Importation of Firearms.

Seeing as this toy robot is not an actual firearm I gather that the reason for the seizure is that it accurately resembles an oversized pistol when it is transformed.

For your reference I have attached pictures of the toy in question and its packaging:

Box.JPG shows the front of the box

BoxBack.JPG shows the back of the box

Contents.JPG shows the actual contents of the box

Given that I collect the Transformers Masterpiece series of toys, of which this is the 5th in the series, and not replica firearms I was completely unaware that there would be any problems importing this item. 

From what I can gather there are two main concerns relating to the importation of replica firearms:

1. The conversion of replica guns into firing weapons.

This is not a realistic possibility with this toy. As the toy transforms from a robot into a pistol there are complex mechanics used throughout its construction to achieve this. To illustrate this I have attached a picture of part of the instructions used to achieve the transformation labelled as Instructions.JPG. This picture shows that modification or reverse engineering of this toy into a firing gun would be unrealistic as there is no way for the bullet to be fired. The toy itself is also approximately 30% larger in scale than the actual Walther P38 it resembles and is made of plastic. 

2. Use of replica handguns in crime (armed robbery and intimidation)

This is unlikely with this particular toy. This toy is an oversized replica that is it wrong colour for a German pre-WWII era pistol which is black with a brown grip. It is oversized in order to bring it up to the correct scale when in its robot form for continuity with the other toys in this particular Masterpiece line. An extremely unlikely candidate for crime as it is obviously made of plastic, difficult to grip and fragile. To illustrate this I have attached a picture taken by a friend in the USA comparing the toy with a real Walther P38 labelled as Scale.JPG. I am certain that an inspection from a firearms officer will reveal these points to be correct.

Both of these factors seem to be aimed towards the airsoft/paintball crowd who prefer their guns to be as accurate as possible to the guns they are replicas of and are more likely to be reconstructed as pistols capable of firing bullets than any cheap $2 gun that can be found in a discount shop or in this case imported from Japan for around AU$150.

I would like to point out that I am an upstanding member of society with no criminal record or history of violence of any sort. I live in a third floor apartment in a double security complex. The toy itself would be stored within a glass fronted collector’s case which would require a key to remove it.

I would also like to mention that several Australian based toy stores have obtained permits for this item and so it is now legally being sold in all states within Australia. As you would expect however the price is roughly double that of the cost of importing it myself.

Whilst I am appreciate the work of that the police and customs do in protecting citizens from the potentially harmful threats that replica firearms pose I do not believe that the Takara Masterpiece MP-5 Megatron Transformer poses any significant threat for the reasons outlined above and that it is sought mainly by adult collectors due to its complexity and pricing.

Thankyou for your time in reading this letter.

Sincerely,

Regan Curtis.

 

M. 0432 268 144

 

Attachment “C”
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Instructions.jpg
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Scale.jpg
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